
Living Good to Great -August 30, 2026
 Fill‑in‑the‑Blank Sermon Notes

Use the numbered blanks below to follow along with the sermon. 
Each blank corresponds to a numbered answer in the answer key.

1.To surrender means ____________________ control.

   2. Surrender still means releasing our insistence on having 
       everything our _________.

   3. Biblical surrender isn't passivity. Surrender is active 
       ____________.

   4. Greatness begins within—but greatness cannot grow within a 
       heart that refuses to let anything ________.

   5. Peter can confess who Jesus is, but he struggles to 
       surrender his _____________________ of what Jesus 
       should do.

   6. Peter hears Messiah and thinks victory; Jesus says Messiah 
       and starts talking about ___________________.

   7. Peter is tempting Jesus away from ___________________.

   8. Peter offers Jesus a vision of Messiahship in which greatness 
       can somehow be achieved without _________________.

Answer Key
1.yielding
2.way
3.trust
4.go
5.expectations
6.surrender
7.surrender

8.sacrifice
9.obstacle

10.reasonable
11.surrender
12.release
13.resurrection
14.possession
15.release

Notes



   9. Jesus calls Peter a “stumbling block.” The Greek word 
       skandalon describes something that becomes an 
       ____________________ in someone's path. 

  10. Sometimes the greatest hindrance to following God isn't 
        something obviously evil; sometimes it is something that 
        sounds completely __________________.

  11. Rome says strength is the ability to dominate; Jesus says 
        strength can look like __________________.

  12. Sometimes greatness is revealed not by what we acquire, but 
        by what we are finally willing to _______________.

  13. Christian surrender is never surrender into nothingness; we 
        surrender into the hands of a God of ___________________.

  14. Sometimes surrender means refusing to let something bad 
        take _________________ of you.

  15. You cannot receive what God is placing in your hands while 
        you're still gripping what God told you to ________________.

Greatness Begins Within Surrender

Take-Home Truth
“Greatness begins within—and sometimes, 

the greatest thing happening within us
is the courage to surrender.”
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